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I wanted shooters to train in safe
environment: Rijiju on Croatia tour

NEW DELHI, May 9: 

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju
today said his endeavour was to
arrange a safe environment for

the Olympic-bound shooters,
who will soon be leaving the
coronavirus-ravaged India to
train and compete in Croatia.

A 15-member Olympic-
bound Indian team will depart
for Zagreb, Croatia on May 11

in a chartered flight to partici-
pate in the European
Championship, to be held in
Osijek from May 20 to June 6.

The squad will then take part

in the ISSF World Cup, in the
same city, from June 22 to July
3.

"Our endeavour is to ensure
that our Tokyo-bound athletes
get the best training in a safe
environment. Therefore,

@IndiaSports has decided in
tandem with @OfficialNRAI to
base India's 13-member (15-
member) shooting squad for
training in Croatia for 78 days
from May 10," Rijiju tweeted. 

After the training-cum-com-
petition stint in Croatia, they
will directly leave for Tokyo to
participate in the Olympics,
beginning on July 23.

The combined World Cup in
Osijek is being organised in
place of the one earlier sched-
uled to be held in Baku,
Azerbaijan (from June 21 to July
2) but was cancelled due to a
surge in COVID-19 cases in that
country.

India is facing a devastating
second wave of the COVID-19
pandemic, which has left the
country's health care system in
complete shambles with most
hospitals struggling for essential
supplies like oxygen, ventila-
tors, beds and life saving medi-
cines. (PTI)

Boxing: Mandeep Jangra wins
maiden pro bout in USA

NEW DELHI, May 9: 

Commonwealth Games sil-
ver medal-winning Indian boxer
Mandeep Jangra made a positive
start in the profes-
sional circuit, beat-
ing Argentina's
Luciano Ramos in
his debut bout in
Florida, USA.

Jangra travelled
to USA two months
back for training.

The boxer won
his first professional
bout against Ramos
in a four round
unanimous decision
in the super welterweight cate-
gory yesterday.

Jangra has signed up with
Florida-based Pro Box
Promotions.

The 27-year-old, who is also

a silver medallist from the 2013
Asian Championships, was sup-
posed to fight on March 19 but
that bout was put off.

"I'm so excited for a great

run in the pro ranks and hopeful-
ly win a world championship
with my team," said the boxer,
who is training with American
coaches Asa Beard and Marc
Farrait. (PTI)

COVID chaos at AFC Cup

Group D matches postponed, Bengaluru
FC game in doubt after protocol breach

MALE/NEW DELHI, May 9: 

It was a chaotic Sunday for
Indian football as Bengaluru FC
was asked to leave Male for vio-
lating COVID-19 safety proto-
cols ahead of their AFC Cup play-
off against Eagles FC, while all
Group D fixtures in the same
event stood postponed hours after
ATK Mohun Bagan reported two
positive cases.

The Asian Football
Confederation did not give any
reason for postponing the match-
es but it is understood that the
deadly resurgence of COVID-19
in many Asian countries is behind
the decision.

It all started with Bengaluru
FC's play-off match against
Eagles FC, scheduled here on
May 11, being left in doubt after
the host country's sports minister
asked the ISL side to leave citing
breach of COVID-19 protocols.

The exact nature of the viola-
tion by BFC, which is captained
by India skipper Sunil Chhetri,

was not specified but sports min-
ister Ahmed Mahloof termed it as
"unacceptable".

The sentiment was echoed by
BFC owner Parth Jindal, who
apologised and promised strict
action against the errant players
and support staff.

"Unacceptable behavior from
@bengalurufc breaching the strict
guidelines from HPA (Health
Protection Agency) & @theafc-
dotcom. The club should leave
Flag of Maldives immediately as
we can't entertain this act,"
Mahloof tweeted from his official
handle.

"We have informed FAM that
we cannot hold the match, and
asked them to make arrangements
for @bengalurufc's departure. We
will be in further correspondence
with AFC through @MaldivesFA
to postpone the group stage."

The minister's tweets came
after reports emerged that some
players of the side were seen
roaming Male's streets in viola-
tion of the quarantine protocol.

Also, two ATK Mohun Bagan
players -- Prabir Das and SK
Sahil -- tested positive for
COVID-19, hours before their
group matches in Maldives were
postponed by the continental
football governing body.

"Participating clubs who have
travelled to Maldives will be
required to arrange for their return
home while adhering to the
COVID-19 health and travel pro-
tocols put in place by the coun-
try," the AFC said in a statement.

"At the same time, the AFC is
in contact with all other partici-
pating clubs and officials who
have not entered the Maldives to
cancel their travel arrangements."

The other two teams in Group
D are Bashundhara Kings of
Bangladesh and Maziya Sports &
Recreation of Maldives.

"The AFC Cup (South)
Group Stage matches are now
postponed until further notice
with more information to be
announced in due course," the
AFC said. (PTI)

Naomi Osaka conflicted over
holding Tokyo Olympics
ROME, May 9: 

Naomi Osaka is conflicted
over whether the Tokyo Olympics
should be held amid the coron-
avirus pandemic.

The second-ranked tennis
player, who represents Japan, was
asked about the games at the
Italian Open today.

"Of course I would say I want
the Olympics to happen, because
I'm an athlete and that's sort of
what I've been waiting for my
entire life," she said.

"But I think that there's so
much important stuff going on,
and especially the past year,"
Osaka added. 

"I think a lot of unexpected
things have happened and if it's
putting people at risk, and if it's
making people very uncomfort-
able, then it definitely should be a
discussion, which I think it is as
of right now."

The Tokyo Olympics were
already postponed from 2020 and
opposition seems to rising in
Japan about holding the games
this year. The virus and its spread-
ing variants are taxing Japan's
health-care system with only 2%
of the population vaccinated.

But local organizers and the
International Olympic Committee
insist the games will open as
planned on July 23.

"At the end of the day I'm just
an athlete and there's a whole
pandemic going on," Osaka said.

The IOC recently announced
that vaccine developers Pfizer
and BioNTech would donate
doses to inoculate athletes and
officials preparing for Tokyo. The
IOC has repeatedly said the
Olympics were being organized
as if the vaccines were not avail-
able, but has pushed hard to get
athletes vaccinated. (PTI)

Pay only for IPL matches played so far,
Star tells worried sponsors & advertisers

NEW DELHI, May 9: 

Star Sports has told advertisers
who had bought airtime on the
now-suspended 14th edition of the
popular Indian Premier Leage
(IPL) cricket tournament to pay
only for the matches that have
been played, sources said.

Star Sports has bagged the
IPL's television and digital rights
for 2018-2022 for Rs 16,348 crore,
agreeing to pay about Rs 54.5
crore per game in a 60-match sea-
son. Only 29 games were played
before the pandemic halted this
year's IPL.

It had sold slots during the
match to advertisers for the sea-
son.

The broadcast major has
approached its title sponsors and

advertisers, which had bought air-
time, informing them to pay for
the played matches and an option
to continue the deals when BCCI
decides to resume the tournament
for this season at a later stage.

"Given the unprecedented
times, Star India has reached out to
all their advertisers informing
them and their agencies to only bill
for the inventory consumed so far.
The contingency plan gives brands
the first preference to continue the
ad deals if and when BCCI decides
to resume the league at a later
stage," said a source close to the
development.

Even the suspended IPL T20 is
resumed by the BCCI, the adver-
tisers will also have the flexibility
to opt out from their ad deals.
(PTI)

Chelsea retains Women's
Super League title in England

LONDON, May 9: 

Chelsea retained the
Women's Super League title

and became the all-time record
champion in the English game
by beating Manchester City to
first place today.

Chelsea was a 5-0 winner
at home to Reading and fin-

ished two points ahead of City,
which won its final game - 1-0
at West Ham - but also needed
Chelsea to lose to stand a

chance of jumping
into first.

It is a fourth
league title for
Chelsea, which now
has one more than
Arsenal since the
first WSL season in
2011.

Chelsea is on for
a quadruple this sea-
son, having previ-

ously won the League Cup.
The team plays Barcelona in
the Women's Champions
League final on May 16 and is
into the last 16 of the Women's
FA Cup. (Agencies)

At 220-9, Zimbabwe avoids another
3-day defeat vs Pakistan

HARARE, May 9: 

Pakistan requires just one
more wicket to complete anoth-
er easy win after Zimbabwe
resumed today on 52-4 in its
first innings of the second Test
and reached stumps at 220-9 in
its second innings.

Pacer Hasan Ali took five
wickets on the third day as
Zimbabwe was bowled out for
132 in its first innings and was
made to follow on at Harare
Sports Club.

It was then left-arm spinner
Nauman Ali's turn to inflict
damage on a Zimbabwe side that
has been out of its depth in this

two-match series. He took five
wickets as Zimbabwe's batsmen
meekly surrendered to the spin-
ner and opening bowler Shaheen
Shah Afridi, who collected four
wickets.

Nauman Ali finished with 5-
86 while Afridi had 4-45, with
Zimbabwe still trailing Pakistan
by 158 runs.

Pakistan won the first test
convincingly inside three days
by an innings and 116 runs.

Wicketkeeper Regis
Chakabva provided Zimbabwe's
most notable resistance in the
second innings with 80 but was
out when he edged Nauman Ali's
turning delivery to Babar Azam

at slip.
Chakabva was supported by

stand-in captain Brendan Taylor,
who was removed a run short of
a half-century when he played
across the line and got a faint
edge to wicketkeeper
Mohammad Rizwan.

Earlier, seamer Hasan Ali
had set the tourists well on
course, ending with first-innings
figures of 5-27 with Chakabva
scoring the most runs for
Zimbabwe in response to
Pakistan's 510-8. 

Chakabva hit 33 as his team-
mates failed to cope with Hasan
Ali's disciplined line and length.

Pakistan always looked in
control after Abid Ali's first test
double century, Azhar Ali's 126
and Nauman Ali's 97 over-
whelmed Zimbabwe. (Agencies)

Marseille loses 1-0 and drops
points in Europa League chase

PARIS, May 9: 

Marseille dropped crucial
points in the race for fifth place
and a Europa League spot
when it lost 1-0 at Saint-
Etienne today.

Rennes could move above
Marseille and into fifth with a
home win against defending
champion Paris Saint-Germain
in a later game. PSG needed to
win to stay one point behind
leader Lille in a tense title race.

Midtable Saint-Etienne's
goal came in the 43rd minute
when Arnaud Nordin turned in
Wahbi Khazri's cross from the
left at the back post.

After Marseille goalkeeper
Steve Mandanda had prevented
further goals, the visitors
almost equalized when substi-
tute Dario Benedetto's late
header was saved.

Monaco had to win at
Reims later Sunday to reclaim
third position from Lyon and
the Champions League spot.

PSG was without suspend-
ed top scorer Kylian Mbappe
and midfielder Marco Verratti
through injury, but Rennes was
missing its France midfielders
Eduardo Camavinga and
Steven Nzonzi.

Lille won 3-0 at Lens on
Friday. (Agencies)
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