
BENGALURU, Nov 17: 

Eighty bank accounts hav-
ing a balance of Rs 1 crore have
been frozen by the Directorate
of Enforcement (ED) here as
part of its ongoing investigation
in a case related to ‘Super Like
Earning Application’, a scam
promising part-tie online jobs,
an official said today.

The bank accounts of the
accused people were frozen dur-
ing the two-day-long search pro-
ceedings on Monday and
Tuesday at 16 locations in
Bengaluru, an ED spokesperson
said.

The official said the searches
were conducted under the provi-
sions of Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) at the
residential premises of the
accused and also on the offices
of payment gateways, including
PhonePe, Paytm, Google Pay
and Amazon Pay, and banks like
HDFC, ICICI and
Dhanalakshmi.

The ED initiated the money
laundering investigation on the
basis of an FIR registered on
March 3 last year by South
Cyber Economics and Narcotic
Crimes Police Station against
‘Messrs Super Like Online
Earning Application’ and other
accused.

On January 13, police filed a
chargesheet before the court of
Principal City Civil and Sessions
Judge, Bengaluru, against 50
accused people, including two
Chinese nationals - Shen Long
and Himani - in the case.

Giving details of the case, the
spokesperson said customers of
the application had to invest
some money and share photos
and videos of celebrities. They
would then get money back as
profits.

“By getting attracted towards
this lucrative scheme, the com-
mon public invested funds in the
app. After sharing videos of
celebrities, they got some money
as profits for some time,” the ED
said.

However, later on, the cus-
tomers did not get any returns
even after sharing videos and
photos. When they tried to wit-
draw their invested money, the
app had blocked their amount,
the spokesperson said.

“Thus, by cheating the com-
mon public, the accused people
collected huge amounts of funds
from the common public and did
not return their money. Criminal
activities related to scheduled
offences were committed,” the
spokesperson said.

The ED said further investi-
gation in the case is under
progress. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: 

The Supreme Court today
agreed to consider listing a peti-
tion against the collegium sys-
tem of appointment of Judges to
the Apex Court and High Courts,
days after Union Law and Justice
Minister Kiren Rijiju said people
were not happy with the practice
of Judges appointing Judges.

The matter was mentioned
for urgent listing before a bench
headed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud.

Advocate Mathews J
Nedumpara, who mentioned the
matter, referred to the 2015 ver-
dict of the Apex Court which had
struck down the National
Judicial Appointments Commi-
ssion (NJAC) Act and the
Constitution (99th Amendment)
Act, 2014, leading to the revival
of the collegium system of exist-
ing Judges appointing Judges to
Constitutional courts.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Hima Kohli and J B
Pardiwala, assured the counsel it
will consider the request in due
course after perusing the peti-
tion.

The plea has said the col-
legium system of appointment of

Judges has resulted in denial of
equal opportunity to thousands
of lawyers who are eligible, mer-
itorious and deserved to the con-
sidered.

The NJAC Act, 2014 would
have accorded a major role to the
executive in appointing judges to
the higher judiciary.

The Apex Court had on
October 16, 2015 struck down
the ambitious NJAC Act, 2014
which had sought to replace the
22-year-old collegium system of
judges appointing Judges.

Last month, Union Law and
Justice Minister Kiren Rijiju had
said the people of the country are
not happy with the collegium
system and, according to the
spirit of the Constitution, it is the
Government’s job to appoint
Judges.

On November 13, former
Chief Justice of India U U Lalit
had, however, said there is noth-
ing wrong with the collegium
system. 

“The collegium system is
here to stay and it is an estab-
lished norm where Judges
choose judges,” he had said
while speaking to reporters,
adding the fundamentals of the
system can be fine-tuned. (PTI)
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Delay in new army chief’s appointment
creates confusion in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Nov 17: 

Nothing in Pakistan creates so
much political heat and media
frenzy as does the appointment of
a new army chief. Lately, this
activity has also attracted global
attention due to the implications
of the job performed by the head
of the military.

The appointment of a succes-
sor to Army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, who is set to retire
on November 29, is an adminis-
trative matter. 

Under the law, the incumbent
prime minister is empowered to
select any one of the top three-star
generals. But politically it means
installing someone who may pull
the strings and even determine the
fate of the person who appointed
him.

The power of the army chief
flows not from the canons of any
statute book but from the cannons
of steel and fire; this power is his-
torical and not constitutional. Still
it is a real hard power.

The powerful Army, which
has ruled the coup-prone country
for more than half of its 75 plus
years of existence, has hitherto
wielded considerable power in
the matters of security and for-
eign policy.

Since its founding in 1947,
Pakistan saw seven prime minis-
ters in quick succession in the
first decade. While the constitu-
tionalism wilted under palace
intrigues and mismanagement,
then military chief General Ayub
Khan grabbed power in 1958 by
imposing martial law in the coun-
try.

He ruled with an iron fist until
becoming unpopular and finally
forced to resign in 1969, but he
handed over power to another
general, Yahya Khan, who ruled
till the end of 1971, and was
kicked out after Pakistan was dis-
membered following a brief war
with India and its eastern arm
became an independent nation -
Bangladesh.

Two more military dictators
followed - General Zia-ul-Haq
from 1977 to 1988; General
Pervez Musharraf 1999 to 2008 -
both left bitter memories of inter-
nal discord and conflicts on the
periphery of the country.  

Thus, the army ruled for about
half of the history of Pakistan
directly and during the other half
indirectly or by proxy. That is
why none of the 19 elected prime
ministers completed their allotted
five-year constitutional term.
Another 11 premiers were
appointed for a short term to
oversee the elections or as stop-
gap arrangement.

The post of chief of army staff
is a tenure appointment for three
years but many of them got exten-
sions - the last in the category is
the incumbent, General Bajwa
who was appointed in November
2016 but his term was extended in
2019 for another three years.

He has worked with four
prime ministers during this peri-
od. Two of them, Nawaz Sharif
and Imran Khan, were removed
prematurely. Sharif was hounded
out through courts when he was
convicted for corruption, while
Khan was voted out through a no-
confidence motion in Parliament.

Both Sharif and Khan reacted,
albeit differently, against their
removal. Sharif attacked the top
military command in measured
terms for his woes, but Khan
charged at the army in a vicious
manner.

Khan's big support base and
backing by some former army
officers, including ex-generals,
put the current military leadership
in a tight spot, and for the first
time in the history of Pakistan, the
Inter-Services Intelligence secret
agency chief had to address a
press conference to reject Khan's
allegations.

Among other issues, Khan
demanded the next army chief
should be appointed by the new
government coming from the
fresh election. He even proposed

another extension for General
Bajwa who is set to retire on
November 29.

As the Government refused to
accept his demand about snap
elections and delaying the
appointment of the new chief, he
on a daily basis lashed at the
Government while reserving
some of the sharpest arrows for
the army leadership.

His critics allege that Khan
was trying to make the high-pro-
file appointment controversial at
a time when the country needs a
strong military leader to defeat
the remnants of local militants,
tackle the evolving situation in
Afghanistan, build trustworthy
ties with the US and browbeat
India.  

So far the former premier has
remained undaunted and defiant
despite an attempt on his life on
November 3 in Wazirabad area of
Punjab when he dodged the
assassin's bullet by a narrow mar-
gin.

The Government is in no
hurry to announce the new chief
who should be one of the top
four or five generals. The delay
has given birth to doubts and
rumours. There are reports about
the Government amending the
Pakistan Army Act (PAA) of
1952 to make it easier to briefly
extend the services of an army
officer.

Though, General Bajwa has
started paying farewell visits to
various formations, a tradition
kept by his predecessors, and
the army announced that he
would doff-off his uniform at
the appointed hour, but delay in
the announcement of new
appointment, unending criti-
cism by Khan and tweaking the
army law makes a lot of room
for speculation.

The high drama around the
key appointment has not gone
unnoticed around the world as
the army chief of a nuclear
army, which is also one of the
biggest, of the sixth biggest
strategically placed country,
when it is also facing political
turmoil and economic melt-
down, is by no means an ordi-
nary affair. (PTI)

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Nov 17: At
least three houses were dam-
aged in the fire that broke out
this morning in the Alamgari
Bazar locality of Srinagar.

Locals rushed to the spot
shortly after the fire broke out,
according to eyewitnesses, to
put out the flames. However,
with the limited resources at
their disposal, they were unable
to control the raging flames.
According to them, the flames
quickly spread, causing signifi-
cant damage to several struc-
tures. "The fire started at around
9:30, but local teenagers worked
hard to put it out before the fire-
fighters arrived. We have been
requesting a fire station from
the authorities in our region, but
nothing has occurred thus far," a

local said.
A fire and emergency servic-

es official said after receiving
the call, a firefighting team was
dispatched from the closest sta-
tion. "Two homes had already
been completely destroyed by
fire, and a third's roof was also
on fire. Nothing else has sus-
tained harm," he said.

He urged people to exercise
caution when using electronic
gadgets. "Since using water bot-
tles with an electric blanket
increases the risk of short cir-
cuits, people stop doing it. They
should also turn off their elec-
tronic gadgets before going to
bed," he said.

He added that they frequent-
ly encounter difficulties getting
to the site because of vehicles
that have been wrongly parked
on the sides of the road. 
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SC to consider listing plea
against collegium system

Stop discrimination with land
allottees of border belt: AAP

Excelsior Correspondent

RS PURA, Nov 17:  While
projecting the long pending and
genuine grievances of local land
allottees from this border belt,
mostly from SC community,
Provincial vice president of
Mahila wing of Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), Preeti Bhagat and
sought intervention of Lt
Governor, Manoj Sinha into the
matter.    

Addressing a press confer-
ence here in presence of promi-
nent members of All Local
Allottees Land Reforms Front,
Preeti Bhagat strongly raised
chronic issues of most neglected
community. She urged the
Administration to pay immedi-
ate attention towards the mass
deprivation and discrimination
with   this community in partic-
ular and other local land allot-
tees in general, who have been
still lacking ownership rights,
pertaining to land allotted to
them for the last over 75 years. 

The Front members also
expressed their resentment and
regret that despite denial of land
ownership rights to such people,
local allottees can not even
transfer their land like  PoJK
DPs who were given this privi-
lege under section 3A of Jammu
& Kashmir Agrarian Reforms
Amendment Act of 1978.  The
facilities extended to other sec-
tions of the society in respect of
study loan, bank loan and even
agriculture crop insurance as
well as crop relief are being cat-
egorically not given to the said
local allottees, they regretted.

Bhagat said these people
have been kept out of section
3A of the above said Act.  To
make India progress, all sec-
tions of the society must be
taken along by amending the
above said Act.  They also be
given the right to transfer their
right of occupancy tenancy by
sale, mortgage or gift as has
been done for PoJK DPs, she
asserted.

She also expressed appre-
hension that 25 lakh voters
which are being manipulated
from other states of the country
will be adjusted/ accommodated
in such lands which lacks own-
ership rights. 

Prominent members of the
Front who were present includ-
ed DC Kundal, Ram Lal,
Girdhari Lal, Babu Ram, Som
Nath and others. 

2 women injured
in bear attack
Excelsior Correspondent

UDHAMPUR, Nov 17: Two
women were attacked by a bear
at village Meer in Panchari area
of District Udhampur.

The victims were returning
home after grazing the domestic
animal in forest area when a
bear suddenly appeared and
attacked the women who were
seriously injured in the attack. 

Later, some villagers shifted
the injured women to local PHC
where doctors referred them to
District Hospital Udhampur.

The injured were identified
as Sushma Devi, wife of Raj
Singh and Sawitra Devi, wife of
Rasal Singh, both residents of
village Meer.

According to the locals, a
number of such incidents of
bear and leopard attacks have
been witnessed in the areas dur-
ing the last three months but no
action has been taken despite
repeated pleas to the Wildlife
Department.

800 kg poppy straw
seized from truck, 2
smugglers arrested
Excelsior Correspondent

UDHAMPUR, Nov 17: In a
major success, Udhampur
Police today recovered 800 kg
of poppy straw which was being
smuggled in a truck coming
from Kashmir towards
Udhampur.

The truck was intercepted at
Jakhani and Police arrested its
driver as well as his associate,
who were smuggling the poppy
straw.

Reports said that a Police
team headed by SHO
Udhampur Inspector Raghubir
Singh under the supervision of
DySP Hqrs  Sahil Mahajan
intercepted a truck bearing
Registration Number  HR67B-
5452, which was coming from
Kashmir  towards Udhampur.

During checking, Police
recovered 800 kg of poppy
straw from the truck following
which driver of the vehicle and
his associate were arrested on
the spot. The arrested driver
was identified as Gourav, son of
Baljeet Singh, resident of
Gugana, tehsil Gugana, District
Sonipat, Haryana and his asso-
ciated Nasib son of Mahaveer,
resident of Gugana Caught.

In this connection, case
under the Sections 8/15 NDPS
Act has been registered at
Police Station Udhampur for
further investigation.

CBI arrests CGST
Superintendent
NEW DELHI, Nov 17:

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) arrested a
Superintendent of Central
Goods and Services Tax (Audit)
posted at Audit Circle-VI,
Gandhidham (Gujarat) in an
alleged bribery case, the probe
agency said today.

A case was registered
against Superintendent on the
allegation of demanding undue
advantage of Rs 2.40 lakh from
the complainant for the contain-
ers he cleared during his earlier
posting as Superintendent,
Customs, Kandla Port, CBI in a
statement stated. 

It was further alleged that
the accused told the com-
plainant to pay the said amount
so as to save him from the audit
which he threatened to conduct,
if the undue advantage was not
paid, it stated. 

CBI laid a trap and caught
the accused red handed while
accepting an alleged bribe of Rs
1 lakh from the complainant.
Searches were conducted at the
office and residential premises
of the accused which led to
recovery of Rs 6.50 lakh and
incriminating documents from
his residential premises, it
added. (UNI)

Online part-time job scam: ED freezes
80 bank accounts in Karnataka

3 houses gutted in Srinagar


