
GUWAHATI, Jan 10:

An authoritative Virat Kohli
headlined India's utterly dominant
performance with his 45th ODI
hundred as the hosts pummelled
Sri Lanka by 67 runs in the first of
the three-match series here today.

Asked to bat first, India rode
former skipper Kohli's 87-ball
113 and fluent half-centuries
from his successor Rohit Sharma
(83) and Shubman Gill (70) to
rake up an imposing 373 for
seven in their allotted quota of
overs on a batting-friendly strip. 

In reply, the Sri Lankans were
never in the hunt and ended at 306
for eight in 50 overs to hand the
hosts a 1-0 lead in the rubber.

After opener Pathum Nissanka
fell for 72, visiting captain Dasun
Shanaka waged a lone battle and
produced a counterattacking centu-
ry, even as the others failed to put
up any resistance.

In the end, Shanaka remained
not out on 108 off 88 balls.

Young speed merchants
Umran Malik (3/57) and
Mohammed Siraj (2/30) then put
the icing on the cake in a lop-
sided game.

Continuing his blazing form
into the New Year, Kohli slammed
his 73rd international hundred
overall and made the Lankans pay
for two dropped catches.

The exuberant Siraj once again
bowled splendidly with the new
ball and reduced the Islanders to
23/2 inside six overs to set the tone.

He first dismissed Avishka
Fernando and then rattled Kusal
Mendis' timber with a scorching
delivery to cap a superb opening
spell of 5-1-15-2, laced with 25
dot balls.

But Nissanka held on and stood
in two crucial partnerships with
Dhananjaya de Silva (47) and
Charith Asalanka (23) when India
operated with spin twins

Yuzvendra Chahal (1/58) and Axar
Patel (0/32 from five overs) in the
middle overs.

Amid heavy dew, Malik came
to bowl in the middle overs and
struck thrice, dismissing Asalanka,
Nissanka and Dunith Wellalage to
reduce Lanka to 179/7 in 33.2
overs. (PTI)
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JAMMU, Jan 10: Secretary
J&K Sports Council, Nuzhat Gul,
today called on President All India
Football Federation, Kalyan
Chaubey and Secretary General,
Dr. Shaji Prabhakaran in New
Delhi to discuss the roadmap for
accelerated football activities in
the Union Territory of J&K.

Secretary, while elaborating
people's love and passion for foot-
ball in J&K, said that overwhelm-
ing public presence at TRC
Football Stadium to watch Real
Kashmir FC play indicates their
deep urge for vigorous promotion
of this world famous sports in the
UT. There is huge need of boosting
the frequency and quality of foot-
ball events here, she added. She
said that main purpose of this
meeting is to work out strategies
for restoring the pristine glory of
this potential game in J&K which
has enjoyed a numero-uno status
for a long time.

She added that since AIFF in its
'Vision 2047', plans to develop foot-
ball across the country and take
Indian Football forward, J&K
Football too aspires to reach its
zenith. She hoped that AIFF will lend
all possible help in this direction.

Nuzhat Gul informed that
almost every district has a football
stadium and more than fifty-plus
stadia have a high mast lighting sys-
tem and this year hundreds of
matches were played across the
union territory in the late hours.
Citing an instance of the Industrial
Cup held in the apple town of
Sopore in North Kashmir, she said
that a tourney like that turned into
an alternate source of entertainment
and since sports have a lot of com-
munity impact, we saw the number
swelling with each new event.

Kalyan Chaubey, giving
details of the meeting, said that
there is no dearth of sports talent in
J&K and we are committed to
work with the stakeholders in the
region to bridge gap between the
dream and realization.

Discussions were also held on
hosting National team camps, and
capacity building of human
resources in terms of referees, and
coaches for both youth and grass-
roots level players especially for

women footballers.
Dr. Prabhakaran said, "since

the Government of India has
already taken a lot of sporting ini-
tiatives in J&K, AIFF will also
chip in for the cause. He said that
AIFF is also contemplating a pos-
sible MoU with the J&K adminis-

tration to help build capacity in the
local system and take the game
forward in the UT.

It was informed on the occa-
sion that efforts are being made to
host the senior or youth national
team jersey national camp for 2-3
weeks in J&K this year.

Secretary Sports Council meets AIFF President
*Discusses roadmap for football activities in J&K
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JAMMU, Jan 10:  Three
Kashmiri Pandit boys excelled
in beatboxing and remained
Champions during the tourna-
ment, held at Mumbai from
December 17 to 18.

The champions were Ayush
Sharma, Rajat Saproo and Ankit
Sharma who have brought lau-
rels to Jammu and Kashmir by
winning the National
Championship and today got a
rousing welcome by residents of
Durganagar Sector-2 and.

They participated in three
categories including solo, tag
and crew, wherein in solo,
Ayush Sharma (Abx) was
declared as national beatbox
champion, while in tag team

Ayush Sharma (Abx) and Rajat
Saproo (Propulsion) were
announced as National beatbox
and in crew category: Ayush
Sharma (Abx), Rajat Saproo
(Propulsion) and Ankit Jotshi
(Anoxomoux) were declared as
vice beatbox champion.

It is a proud moment for all
of us that they have also quali-
fied for the international beat-
box championship, scheduled to
be held in Germany. President
Durganagar Welfare Committee
Sanjay Ganjoo congratulated
the winners.

Satish Kissu, Naresh Pandit,
Ramesh Pandit, Mahraj Krishan
Raina, Vijay Pandita, VN Raina
and Durga Nath Koul were
present during the event.

KP boys emerge winners in beatboxing
Beat boxing winners displaying trophies at Jammu on Tuesday.

Students during the cultural festival at Vidya Mandir School
Nainsu in Udhampur on Tuesday.
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UDHAMPUR, Jan 10:
Sanskritik Mahotsav- a cultural
festival was celebrated with
great pomp and show at
Bhartiya Vidya Mandir High
School Nainsu, here today.

The program started with
‘Sarswati Vandana’ and lighting
of the lamp by the chief guest
and other dignitaries of the
event. The chief guest of the
event was Dr Ravinder Kumar
Sinha (Vice-Chancellor Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi University
Katra), while special guest was
Arvin Kumar Koul (Chief
Education Officer Udhampur).

Pradeep Kumar, Vidya
Bharati Rashtrya Prumkh CSR
and Abhilikhghar and Ved
Bhushan president (Bhartiya
Shiksha Samiti J&K ) were the
speakers, whereas other digni-
taries including Kanihya Pratap
(Sangathan Mantri Bhartiya
Shiksha Samiti J&K Ladakh UT),
Hari Bhushan gen. secretary
(Bhartiya Shiksha Samiti J&K),
Shiv Nirmohi, DDC Chairman
Lal Chand, Arun Gupta (Former
Patron Bhartiya Shiksha Samiti
and President BJP), Sunil Badyal

(President Management
Committee Bhartiya Vidya
Mandir Nainsu School), Renu
Sharma (Principal Bhartiya Vidya
Mandir High School Nainsu ) and
Principals of various Vidya
Mandir were present.

Chief guest Dr Ravindra
Kumar Sinha told about his
life’s journey during the event
and gave a message to the par-
ents and everyone who came in
the program that we should
encourage our children in the
direction in which they are
interested and not put pressure
on them so that the child can
show his talent well. 

Special guest Arvind Kumar
guided the children with his
own words and asked them to
give importance to our culture
along with education, while the
chief speaker Pradeep Kumar
also presented his views on the
culture. “Our country is consid-
ered to be a country of festi-
vals,” he said and narrated about
the upcoming festival ‘Lohri’.

The president of the
School’s management commit-
tee, Sunil Badyal presented a
vote of thanks to all the guests.

‘Sanskritik Mahotsav’
celebrated at Vidya Mandir
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JAMMU, Jan 10: Sumit
Kushwah and Sagar Solanki
scored magnificent centuries to
guide Madhya Pradesh to a big
total of 394/3 declared, thus set-
ting a victory target of 364 runs
for Jammu and Kashmir as J&K
bowlers produced a dismal
show on penultimate day today
to lose the initiative of first
innings lead in the ongoing U-25
CK Nayudu Trophy at MPCA
Ground-1, Nimkheda, today.

In reply, J&K were 22/0 in 6
overs in their second innings at
the draw of stumps today.

Arya Thakur (20) and Jiyaad
Nazir Magrey (2) were at the crease.

Earlier, resuming from an

overnight score of 47/2,
Madhya Pradesh rode on splen-
did centuries by Sumit
Kushwah and Sagar Solanki and
superb 87 runs by first innings
centurion   Rishabh Chouhan to
reach 394/3 before declaring
their innings. Kushwah scored
176 runs off 300 balls, studded
with 16 boundaries, while
Solanki scored 101 runs off 116
balls including 11 fours and one
six. Rishabh Chouhan con-
tributed valuable 87 runs off
158 balls with the help of 11
boundaries. 

For J&K, Lone Nasir
Muzaffar who took a 6-wicket
haul in the first innings bagged
2 wickets, while Mujtaba
Yousuf claimed one wicket.

U-25 CK Nayudu Trophy
MP in sight of victory as

Kushwah, Solanki slam tons
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JAMMU, Jan 10: Jammu
and Kashmir were 146/6 against
Punjab on Day-1 of the Ranji
Trophy Elite Group-D match as
comeback man Abdul Samad
and Vivrant Sharma failed to
convert 40s into big scores after
doing all the hardwork at IS
Bindra Cricket Stadium, PCA
today.

Earlier, winning the toss and
batting first, J&K lost skipper
Shubham Khajuria in the very
first over of the match without
scoring.

Musaif Ajaz (10) also fell
cheaply, before Vivrant and
Samad took the score to 83 runs
in 14.4 overs when Vivrant was
dismissed at his individual score

of 41 runs off 48 balls, studded
with 8 fours. Samad was the
next to go, scoring brisk 46 runs
off 29 deliveries with the help of
8 fours and 1 six. The team
managed to score 146 runs in 33
overs game as the toss was held
after a delayed start at 1:15 pm
because of foggy conditions. 

Fazil Rashid (26) and Auqib
Nabi (6) were at the crease
when the stumps were drawn
today after bad light stopped
play. 

Sidharth Kaul was the pick
of the bowlers for Punjab, who
took 3 wickets by conceding 58
runs in 10 overs, while Baltej
Singh bagged 2 wickets by giv-
ing away 35 runs in his 10
overs. Mayank Markande also
claimed one wicket.

Ranji Trophy
J&K scores 146/6 against Punjab on Day-1
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JAMMU, Jan 10: KC Public
School Chairman Raju
Chowdhary and School
Managing Director Arti
Chowdhary attended ‘Round
Square Heads’ Symposium
2023’ held recently in London.

The symposium was attend-
ed by more than hundred schools
from all over the world which
was on the theme ‘A Sense of
Belonging’ wherein Arti
Chowdhary made a presentation
on ‘KC Connect-A Vibrant
Parent Community’.

Round Square Chairman
John Connor and CEO Rachael
Westgarth were very apprecia-
tive of the constant endeavours
of KC Public School to live up
to the ideals of the Round
Square under the inspiring lead-
ership of Chairman Raju
Chowdhary and Managing
Director Arti Chowdhary.

Arti Chowdhary was among
the four keynote speakers from all
around the world. The other speak-
ers were from Ashbury College,
Canada, Ivanhoe Grammar School

Australia, and Lakefield College
School, Canada. 

Arti’s presentation highlighted
effective implementation of envi-
ronmentalism and service ideals of
the Round Square at KC Public
School with support and participa-
tion of the parents’ community.

She outlined how, through
planned and integrated activities of
KC Paryavaran Sadan, a sustained
and ingrained approach to promote
sound environmental behaviour is
supported, enhanced and brought
to life within the School. She also
spoke about the school-wide serv-
ice project, ‘Power of Ten’ and
how it mobilizes students; parents
and their friends, relatives and
acquaintances to create buzz about
philanthropy for fundraising to
help the underprivileged.

Her presentation highlighted
the initiatives taken in accordance
with the UN Sustainable goals.
The aim of projects such as vermi-
composting, creating herbal gar-
dens, making of eco bricks and
drip irrigation has given students
an insight into the present situation
of our planet and the need to create
environmental responsibility. 

KCPS attends ‘Round
Square Heads’ Symposium’

Team  of KCPS posing with members of Round Square in
London on Tuesday.
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Annual day celebrated
at BVM Amphalla
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JAMMU, Jan 10: An annual
day function was organised by
Bhartiya Vidya Mandir Senior
Secondary School Amphalla at
General Zorawar Singh
Auditorium University of
Jammu, here today.

Satish Mittal, president of
the School presided over the
function. The function was
started with lighting of lamps
by the guests including the
Principal, president of the
School and senior most mem-
bers of the Bhartiya Shiksha
Samiti Jammu.

The students attracted the
attention of the audience by pre-
senting their beautiful skills and
cultural items including Dogri,
Gojri and Kashmiri dances dur-
ing the event.

The prizes were distributed
among the meritorious students
and sports winners. The
Principal of the School, Reena
Rajput presented the annual
report, while the function was
concluded with vote of thanks
by Dr Naresh Sharma, secretary
of the School.

Kohli rules with 45th ODI
ton in India's big win
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JAMMU, Jan 10: Shivani
Charak, an international sport
climber was conferred Duggar
Gaurav Adventure Award for excel-
lence in sport climbing by Tawi
Trekkers J&K in a function at Press
Club Jammu wherein Dr Raghav
Langer, Secretary Planning
Development and Monitoring
Department was the chief guest,
here today.

She was honoured with a
Dogra Pagri, a blazer, a bouquet, a
chunni, a framed citation, Duggar
Gaurav Adventure Award and a
cash prize of Rs 21000 by a galaxy
of dignitaries including the chief
guest, presiding guest Anil
Goswami, former Home Secretary
of India; patrons of the Club
Ashwani Sharma, former MLA
and Rahul Sharma.

The guests of honour were
Director Tourism Jammu,
Vivekanand Rai and Additional
Secretary YS&S Neelam Khajuria
besides co chairman, Zorawar

Singh Jamwal and president Ram
Khajuria and general secretary
Shawetica Khajuria.

The other prominent persons
who were honoured on the 40th
anniversary and prize distribu-
tion function of the Club were
RBS Jamwal and Arjun Singh,
while Sumit Khajuria, a veteran
mountaineer, Shilpa Charak,
sport climber and Wing
Commander Rajesh Mukhi and
Anukampa Sharma, both moun-
taineers with dedication awards.

The dedication awards were
presented to mountaineers
Sonam Sidharth, Narinder Singh
Slathia, Sourav Deep Singh,
Sakshi Magotra, Sunil
Chakharia and Vishali Sharma,
while three officials of schools
Satish Bhan, Bharti Bhat and
Sudesh Thakur and Ismail Khan
from Leh were awarded for pro-
moting this sport.

The awards were also presented
to club members, schools and col-
leges and a journalist for supporting
the club in promotion of the sport.

Shivani conferred Duggar
Gaurav Adventure Award

Shivani Charak being conferred award by dignitaries on
Tuesday.

Lalitagitya SC registers
win over Narayana LS
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JAMMU, Jan 10: Lalitagitya
Sports Club registered a win
over Narayana Life Saviours in
the ongoing ‘New Year T20
Cricket League’ organised at
KC Sports Ground, here today.

Batting first, Lalitagitya
Sports Club scored 157 runs for
the loss of all wickets in the
allotted 18 overs. Deepak made
35 runs, Dheeraj scored 26 runs
and Vinod Gupta contributed 21
runs. From the bowling side,
Verinder and Prince took 3
wickets each, while Imran took
2 wickets and Satish and Atul
bagged 1 wicket each.

In reply, Naryana Life
Saviours managed to score 110
runs by losing 8 wickets in 18
overs and thus lost the match by
47 runs. Akash scored 18 runs,
while Arzoo and Sunil con-
tributed 16 and 15 runs respec-
tively. From the bowling side,
Jalla and Dalip took 3 wickets
each, while Rohit and Vinod
took 1 each. Dalip was declared
as man of the match.

The league is being jointly
organized by Veterans Cricket
J&K and KC Sports Club
Jammu, supported by J&K
Police with a slogan “Lets
Pledge to Make Nasha Mukt
Jammu & Kashmir”.

The league is being spon-
sored by Narayana Hospital
Katra, Horizon Group, Game
Changers and KC Sports Club.

Secy Sports Council Nuzhat Gul posing with AIFF President,
Kalyan Chaubey at Delhi on Tuesday.

SCOREBOARD
INDIA
Rohit Sharma b Dilshan Madushanka 83
Shubman Gill lbw b Shanaka 70
Virat Kohli c Kusal Mendis b Rajitha 113
Shreyas Iyer c Avishka Fernando b Dhananjaya de Silva 28
KL Rahul b Rajitha 39
Hardik Pandya c Hasaranga b Rajitha 14
Axar Patel c Avishka Fernando b C Karunaratne 9
Mohammed Shami not out 4
Mohammed Siraj not out 7
Extras: (lb-1, w-5) 6
Total: 373/7 in 50 overs 
Fall of wickets: 143-1, 173-2, 213-3, 303-4, 330-5, 362-6, 364-7
Bowling: Kasun Rajitha 10-0-88-3, Dilshan Madushanka 6-0-43-
1, Wanindu Hasaranga 10-0-67-0, Chamika Karunaratne 8-0-54-1,
Dunith Wellalage 8-0-65-0, Dasun Shanaka 3-0-22-1, Dhananjaya
de Silva 5-0-33-1. 
SRI LANKA
Pathum Nissanka c Patel b Umran Malik 72
Avishka Fernando c Pandya b Mohd Siraj 5
Kusal Mendis b Mohd Siraj 0
Charith Asalanka c Rahul b Umran Malik 23
Dhananjaya de Silva c †Rahul b Mohd Shami 47
Dasun Shanaka not out 108
Wanindu Hasaranga de Silva c Iyer b Chahal 16
Dunith Wellalage c Shubman Gill b Umran Malik 0
Chamika Karunaratne c Sharma b Pandya 14
Kasun Rajitha not out 9
Extras: (LB-3 W-9) 12
Total: (For 8 wickets in 50 overs) 306
Fall of wickets: 1/19 2/23 3/64 4/136 5/161 6/178 7/179 8/206 
Bowling: Mohammed Shami 9-0-67-1, Mohammed Siraj 7-1-30-
2, Hardik Pandya 6-0-33-1, Umran Malik 8-0-57-3, Yuzvendra
Chahal 10-0-58-1, Axar Patel 10-0-58-0. 

NEW DELHI, Jan 10:

Former pacer Venkatesh
Prasad has criticised the exclu-
sion of Ishan Kishan from India's
playing eleven for the first ODI
against Sri Lanka, saying "there is
no way you drop a player for
scoring a double hundred".

Ahead of the first ODI against
Sri Lanka on Tuesday, India skip-
per Rohit Sharma made it clear that
he will open alongside Shubman
Gill and not Kishan, who scored a
double hundred in his last innings
in the 50-over format.

"Think fair would have been to
give chance to a man who scored a
double hundred in India's last ODI,
and in a series where India lost two
games and the series.

"Have all the time in the world
for Gill, but no way you drop a
player for scoring a double ton,"
Prasad said in a series of tweets.

Playing only his 10th ODI,
Kishan had scored the fastest dou-
ble hundred in ODI cricket history
last month against Bangladesh.

Prasad, who played 33 Tests

and 161 ODIs for India, also feels
that mediocrity is being preferred
over "x-factor" in the current setup. 

"There is a reason we have
under performed in limited overs
cricket. Constant chopping
changing and a guy who does
brilliantly and is an X factor is
dropped and mediocrity retained.

"In Eng, Pant scored a hun-
dred in the final ODI and helped
India win the series. However
based on T20 form was dropped
from ODI team. KL Rahul on the
other hand barring a couple of
innings has failed consistently but
retains his place. Performance is
not the foremost parameter. Sad,"
the 53-year-old added.

Former India batter
Mohammad Kaif also had his say
on the subject.

"Slightly uncomfortable
with the prospect of watching an
Indian team today without last
ODI's double hundred scorer,
Ishan Kishan, and last T20's cen-
turion Suryakumar Yadav. Hope
they remain motivated," Kaif
tweeted. (PTI)

X factor is dropped,  mediocrity is retained:
Prasad on India's selection calls 


