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Residents of Chatipora Hygham area of 
Sopore demand better public amenities
GHULAM MUHAMMAD

Sopore, Sep 20: Residents 

of Chatipora Hygham area 

of Sopore in north Kashmir’s 

Baramulla district have 

sought better basic facilities 

in their village and demanded 

the attention of higher-ups.

Locals of the area said that 

there is a shortage of drink-

ing water, poor drainage 

facility and dilapidated roads 

in the area. “The area has 

been overlooked by succes-

sive governments and nobody 

seems to be taking our issues 

seriously,” they said.

Aijaz Ahmad, a local resi-

dent, said that they casted 

vote for the first time in the 

DDC election just to see the 

signs of development in their 

area but “nothing happened 

till now on ground.”

“We have been victim-

ized and fooled by successive 

regimes, who only visited us 

to seek votes,” he added.

“How long will we suffer 

in the absence of basic neces-

sities in our village? Why is 

our village ignored, despite 

having other nearby areas 

developmentally rich”, a 

group of local residents said. 

They said that they have 

repeatedly brought these 

issues in notice of higher ups 

of administration several 

times but on ground nothing 

has been done.

The residents also alleged 

that least attention was 

given towards their village 

as compared to other nearby 

villages by concerned DDC 

member. They added that dis-

trict administration is least 

bothered about the worst 

condition of the village.

The residents appealed 

to the LG Manoj Sinha and 

district administration 

Baramulla to resolve their 

problems as soon as possible.

Baramulla set to become tourist haven
Plan unveiled at Ladu Ladoora Festival
ALTAF BABA

Rafiabad, Sep 20: The 

Deputy Commissioner 

Baramulla Dr Syed Sehrish 

Asghar on Wednesday inau-

gurated the Ladu Ladoora 

Rafiabad Summer Festival 

2023, and spearheaded the 

transformative event, unveil-

ing an ambitious vision 

to turn Baramulla into a 

vibrant tourist destination.

In her opening address, 

Dr Sehrish Asgar outlined a 

plan to promote previously 

unexplored destinations 

across Baramulla district.

She said that approxi-

mately 20 unexplored tourist 

spots had been identified and 

would be transformed into 

alluring tourist attractions 

in the Baramulla district.

She emphasized the 

administration’s resolve to 

unveil these hidden tourist 

destinations to both domestic 

and international tourists.

These include serene loca-

tions like Munddaji, Vijitop, 

Shranz, Drang, Rajpora 

Rampora, Parihaspora, and 

the Qazi Nag National Park.

She said additionally 

religious tourism will flour-

ish, with revered places like 

Gurdwara Chatti Padshahi 

Baramulla, Parampilla, 

Datta Mandir, Baba Shakoor-

U-Din, Baba Fareed shrine, 

Markazi Imam Bara Ahmad-

pora, and Sakhi Janbazwali 

shrine taking center stage.

Besides, Meeras Mahal 

in Sopore, Eco Park Gulnar 

Park, and several other scenic 

parks will be showcased as 

tranquil havens “for rest and 

immersion in nature.”

“Apart from well-known 

destinations like Gulmarg, 

Baramulla district is home to 

a plethora of hidden treasures 

awaiting exploration,” she 

said while addressing hun-

dreds of people at the summer 

festival Ladu Ladoora.

She said that these loca-

tions would undergo exten-

sive development, including 

improved roads facilitated by 

schemes like NABARD, BADP, 

and Seema Sarmadi Yojana.

She said in a move to 

streamline visits, a dedicat-

ed website for Kamanpost in 

Uri will be launched, allow-

ing tourists to apply for per-

missions from the comfort 

of their homes.

The Ladu Ladoora Rafi-

abad summer festival turned 

a tremendous success, draw-

ing visitors from various 

walks of life.

The enthusiastic locals 

besides people from other 

places of the district 

thronged the area in good 

numbers and enjoyed differ-

ent programs organised by 

the administration.

The deputy commission-

er Baramulla asserted that 

earlier Baramulla district 

administration had organ-

ised a winter festival at 

Mund Daji Rafiabad.

She said the festival played 

a key role in raising aware-

ness about the area. “Around 

3000 people per day are flock-

ing to the area,” she said.

She said the district 

administration’s dedicated 

work over the past five 

months to put these hidden 

tourist places on the tour-

ist map bore fruit, with the 

promise of job creation and 

economic growth.

The locals, including 

prominent PRIs, expressed 

their jubilation and praised 

the district administration for 

organizing the Ladu Ladoora 

Rafiabad Summer Festival, a 

first of its kind. This event not 

only celebrated Baramulla's 

potential but also its rich cul-

ture and heritage.

On this occasion, Dr Seh-

rish Asghar laid the founda-

tion stone of Nature Park 

Ladua in Rafiabad. She reaf-

firmed her commitment to 

enhance infrastructure to pro-

mote eco-tourism, ensuring 

the region’s unique beauty is 

preserved and cherished.

The event witnessed huge 

gathering of people with 

enthusiastic participation of 

students and other stakehold-

ers from across the district.

At the outset, Assis-

tant Commissioner Rev-

enue Baramulla, Peerzada 

Mumtaz Ahmad welcomed 

Deputy Commissioner 

Baramulla, Dr Syed Sehrish 

Asgar, SSP Sopore, Shabir 

Nawab and other districts 

officers besides all the par-

ticipants at the venue.

The Deputy Commission-

er paid inspection of stalls 

being installed by various 

departments to showcase 

varied information and ser-

vices for the general people.

During the festival, col-

orful and spectacular cul-

tural performances were 

showcased mesmerizing the 

participants.

Media festival held at GDC Boys Baramulla
Advocates social responsibility of media persons
SYED RIZWAN GEELANI

Baramulla, Sep 20: The 

Government Degree College 

(GDC) Boys Baramulla on 

Wednesday hosted its 5th 

edition of media festival, 

a vibrant platform for stu-

dents from various colleges 

and universities to showcase 

their creative talents.

The festival was organ-

ised by the Department of 

Media Studies of the college.

The festival witnessed 

enthusiastic participation 

from institutions such as the 

Central University of Kash-

mir (CUK), Islamic Universi-

ty of Science and Technology 

(IUST), Government College 

for Women MA Road Srinagar, 

GDC Nawa Kadal, and Amar 

Singh College Srinagar. The 

event's focal point was a daz-

zling array of short films, doc-

umentaries, photographs, and 

photo stories that captured the 

ingenuity of the students.

One of the highlights of 

the festival was the screen-

ing of a poignant short film 

addressing the issue of child 

labor. This emotional piece 

shed light on the challenges 

faced by young laborers and 

underscored the urgent need 

for implementing govern-

ment policies to enroll these 

children in schools, ensur-

ing their brighter future.

In addition to film presen-

tations, students delivered a 

thought-provoking play that 

tackled the persisting issue 

of caste and class system 

in contemporary society, 

aiming to raise awareness 

about the negativity associ-

ated with such prejudices.

The audience was also 

treated to an exclusive 

glimpse into the functioning 

of the media department's 

newsroom at GDC Baramulla, 

receiving well-deserved praise 

for its dedication to journal-

ism ethics and practices.

A short skit emphasized 

the critical role of media 

in society, highlighting the 

responsibilities and ethi-

cal standards that media 

professionals must uphold. 

Special attention was given 

to the impact of social media 

content on individual lives, 

prompting reflection on the 

influence of digital platforms.

During his welcome 

address, Principal of GDC 

Boys Baramulla, Prof. 

Mohammad Farooq Rather, 

stressed the importance of 

ethics and credibility in 

journalism. He emphasized 

the responsibility of jour-

nalists to verify and analyze 

information before dissemi-

nating it to the public.

Producers Aijaz-Ul-Haque 

and Tariq Abdullah from 

EMMRC Kashmir Universi-

ty also shared their insights 

and experiences with the 

audience, further enriching 

the festival's discourse.

The event culminated 

with a vote of thanks deliv-

ered by Prof. Tariq Ahmad 

Chalkoo, the Staff Secretary 

of GDC Baramulla, express-

ing gratitude to all partici-

pants, guests, and organizers 

for their dedication and com-

mitment to making the media 

festival a resounding success.

Poetic meet held in Kupwara

TARIQUE RAHEEM

Kupwara, Sep 20: A Kavi 

Sammellan was jointly 

organised at AGS Wayin by 

the Army's Kupwara Terriers 

and Cultural Trust Kupwara 

to mark National Hindi Day.

On the occasion multiple 

events were organised to cel-

ebrate this special occasion 

including an online Hindi 

essay competition to boost the 

importance of Hindi language 

in remote areas of Kupwara.

53 students including 

boys and girls from 11 differ-

ent schools of Kupwara par-

ticipated in the competition. 

This is the first time in Kup-

wara when an online Hindi 

Essay Competition was con-

ducted for the students to 

showcase their interest in a 

second official language.

Insha Fatima and Fatima 

Naseer both from Army 

Goodwill School Wayin 

secured 1st and 2nd posi-

tions respectively.

The Kavi Sammelan was 

also first of its kind in Kup-

wara where poets of Cultur-

al Trust, Kupwara narrated 

the importance and need of 

Hindi language.

Prem Sagar Kalia, a retired 

Police officer, and his wife 

Vijay Kalia not only graced 

the occasion as Chief Guests 

but also entertained the audi-

ences with their amazing and 

interesting poetry.

Besides the Chief Guest, 

the event was attended by 

over 250 students, Army 

officials, school staff, media 

personnel and locals from 

Gulgam village.

In the end, the Chief Guest 

encouraged the meritorious 

students of the online poetry 

competition and distributed 

certificates and prizes to the 

winners. Besides students, he 

also felicitated the poets from 

Cultural Trust Kupwara.

The attendees and poets 

highly appreciated the Army 

for conducting this event 

which will promote Hindi 

Language in Kashmir region.

CUK observes 
Engineers’ Day
GK NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, Sep 20: The depart-

ment of Information Technol-

ogy, Central University of 

Kashmir (CUK) conducted an 

“Induction Programme” for 

the newly admitted students 

of B. Tech CSE Programme at 

Tulmulla campus here.

The event was attended by 

the faculty members of the 

IT and other Departments. 

During the event, the stu-

dents were made familiar 

with the functioning of the 

university. Addressing the 

students, Dr Zahoor Ahmad 

Najar, OSD Examination, 

stressed the need for engi-

neering students to work 

hard and come up with the 

out-of-the-box and innova-

tive solutions for the prob-

lems confronting the society.

Dr Yash Paul also wel-

comed the freshers and 

briefed them about the role 

of engineers towards the 

upliftment and develop-

ment of society.

The event was also orga-

nized to commemorate 

Engineers’ Day. Engineers’ 

Day is celebrated across the 

country on 15th September, 

the date of birth of Dr. Mok-

shagundam Visvesvaraya. 

He was born on 15th of Sep-

tember 1860 in Kolar district 

of Mysore. Due to the excel-

lent work done in the field of 

engineering supervising the 

construction of (dams, reser-

voirs and hydroelectric proj-

ects), he is popularly known 

as Civil Engineer of India 

and was awarded the Bharat 

Ratna in the year 1955.

2 drug peddlers arrested in Kulgam
Contraband substance recovered
GK NEWS SERVICE

Kulgam, Sep 20: Continu-

ing its efforts to eradicate 

the menace of drugs from the 

society, Police in Kulgam have 

arrested two drug peddlers and 

recovered contraband sub-

stances from their possession.

A police party of Police sta-

tion Kulgam during patrolling 

at Poniwah Chowk intercepted 

a suspicious person who tried 

to flee but was apprehended 

tactfully. During search, 4 Kgs 

of Poppy Straw like contra-

band substance concealed in a 

nylon bag was recovered from 

his possession. He has been 

identified as Mushtaq Ahmad 

Bhat resident of Poniwah.

Meanwhile, a police party led 

by SHO Police station Qazigund 

at a specific checkpoint estab-

lished at Levdoora intercepted 

a person who after noticing the 

police party tried to flee from 

the spot but was apprehended 

tactfully. During search, 3 Kgs 

of Poppy Straw like contraband 

substance concealed in a nylon 

bag was recovered from his 

possession. He has been iden-

tified as Soeyb Khan resident 

of Wazir Gunj UP.

Both the accused persons 

have been arrested and shift-

ed to respective police stations 

where they remain in custody. 

Accordingly, cases under rel-

evant sections of law have been 

registered at respective police 

stations and further investiga-

tion has been initiated.

“We urge the common 

masses that if you witness drug 

peddling or any other crime 

anywhere near you, feel free 

to contact nearest police estab-

lishment or dial 112. People are 

requested to cooperate with 

police in curbing the menace 

of drugs from the society. 

We reassure the community 

members that police will act 

tough against the criminals as 

per law,” police said.

CRPF organises medical camp

GK NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, Sep 20: A medical 

camp was organised by 21 BN 

CRPF under the banner Civic 

Action Programme at Govt 

Boy's High School, Daggapora 

in Anchar area of Srinagar.

The medical camp was 

inaugurated by Alok Veer 

Yadav, Commandant, 21 

BN CRPF in the presence 

of Sheikh Zahoor, Princi-

pal, teachers and staff of the 

school, Dr Azhar Rashid, 

SDPO, Zaidibal, SHO Ahmed 

Nagar, Amit Sinha, Second-

in-Command, 21 BN, Dr Ajay 

Kumar, Chief Medical Officer 

21 Bn, Dr Mumtaj, Medical 

Officer 82 BN and Dr Munaw-

ra Sultan, Medical Officer, 49 

BN and para medical staff.

During the medical camp 

approximately 300 people 

were examined including 

children, women and men 

of all age groups. They were 

given medical advice and 

free medicines prescribed 

by the doctors present at the 

medical camp.

Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi (SAW) 
arrangements finalised in Shopian

Awareness programme on PM 
Vishwakarma scheme held in Poonch

Enforcement 
measures to curb 
drug abuse reviewed 
in Ganderbal
GK NEWS SERVICE

Ganderbal, Sep 20: The 

Deputy Commissioner (DC) 

Ganderbal, Shyambir who is 

also District Magistrate today 

chaired a 15th meeting of 

District-level NARCO Coordi-

nation CommiFee (NCORD) to 

review the measures taken by 

the enforcement agencies to 

curb the drug abuse and nar-

cotic trafficking in the district.

During the meeting, thread-

bare discussion was held on the 

directions issued in previous 

NCORD meeting to curb the drug 

menace in the district. The meet-

ing also discussed the steps 

taken by concerned departments 

and agencies for making district 

Ganderbal drug free. Various 

issues pertaining to incidence of 

drug addiction, areas of concern 

and hotspots of drug use were 

discussed threadbare.

While reviewing the status 

of destruction of restricted 

crops, the DC directed all con-

cerned officers to intensify the 

destruction of such restricted 

crops involving locals besides 

awareness camps and road 

shows shall be conducted 

in different areas regarding 

misuse of cannabis, poppy and 

other psychotropic substances.

The meeting also reviewed 

the status of installation of 

CCTV cameras and computer-

ized billing by retail medical 

shops in the district.

Assistant Drug Controller was 

directed to ensure 100 percent 

installation of CCTVs by medical 

shops, besides all shops shall 

switch to computerized billing. 

The meeting also reviewed the 

status of Nasha Mukt Panchayat 

campaign in the district and 

concerned departments shared 

the data of activities undertaken 

during the campaign.

The meeting was aFended 

by SSP Ganderbal,   Nikhil 

Borkar; Additional Deputy Com-

missioner Ganderbal, Mehraj-

ud-Din Shah; CEO, Tehsildars, 

Dy SP HQ,  CAO, DSWO, Assis-

tant Drug Controller Ganderbal 

and other concerned officials.

GK NEWS SERVICE

Shopian, Sep 20: The Deputy 

Commissioner (DC) Shop-

ian, Faz Lul Haseeb today 

chaired a meeting of officers 

to finalize the arrangements 

for the smooth celebration of 

Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi (SAW) 

in the district.

The DC stressed upon the 

officers for providing all the 

requisite facilities to the dev-

otees visiting Asar Shareef 

Pinjoora Shopian, Arhama, 

Jamia Masjid and other 

mosques during the Milad 

days across the district.

He further stressed for 

close coordination and syn-

ergy among line departments 

for ensuring uninterrupted 

arrangements of electricity, 

transport management, Medi-

care, water, sanitation facili-

ties etc. The DC also directed 

for constituting a market 

checking teams headed by 

Tehsildars in their respec-

tive jurisdictions for proper 

market checking to keep 

availability of essentials on 

reasonable rates in Markets.

Among others, the meet-

ing was attended by ADC, Dr. 

Zakir Hussain Faaz; SDM, 

Zainapora, ACR, ACP, ARTO, 

DIO, DSHO, Tehsildars, EO 

MC, Ex. Engineer PDD, AD 

Fisheries besides concerned 

from management authori-

ties of Auqaf Committees.

GK NEWS SERVICE

Poonch, Sep 20: A special 

awareness programme on 

newly launched PM Vish-

wakarma Kaushal Samma n 

Yojana was today organised 

for targeted beneficiaries here 

in the Counseling Cell of Dis-

trict Industries Centre Poonch.

The programme was 

aimed at sensitizing the par-

ticipants regarding the new 

Scheme. PM Vishwakarma 

scheme is fully funded by gov-

ernment of India, provides 

recognition and holistic sup-

port to traditional artisans 

and craft people working 

with their Hands and tools.

The scheme aims to 

improve the quality, scale 

and reach of their products 

and to integrate them with 

the MSME value chains.

During the session a thread-

bare discussion was held to 

device a holistic approach to 

identify the beneficiaries. Gen-

eral Manager District Indus-

tries Centre, Dr. Mohammad 

Tanwir briefed the partici-

pants regarding the process.

All the participants 

expressed gratitude and 

thanked the government 

and administration of the dis-

trict for the initiatives being 

taken for the vishwakarmas.

More such programmes are 

scheduled to be held at block 

levels in district Poonch for 

awareness and identification 

of all potential vishwakarmas.

ADMINISTRATION OF UNION TERRITORY OF LADAKH

FOOD, CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

DEPARTMENT UT SECRETARIAT, LADAKH
e-mail: secy.fcsca@gmail.com

Re-advertisement No. 3 of FCS&CA Dt: 18/09/2023

Last date for acceptance of applications: 19-10-2023

Online/O�ine applications are invited from eligible candidates for being considered for appointment to the 

post of President and Members for State Commission. The last date for �lling up the application is 19-10-

2023. For details, kindly refer to ladakh.nic.in, leh.nic.in and kargil.nic.in websites along with Consumer 

Protection Act, 2019 r/w rules framed there under issued vide G.S.R. 452(E) dated 15-07-2020.

Candidates should carefully read the “Instructions” available on the websites before �lling the applications 

online or o�ine.

S. No. Post No. of Vacancies

1. President 1 (One)

2. Member 4 (Four)

    Term of o!ce, salary, allowances and other condition of service will be governed by the provisions 

of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and Rules framed thereunder.

Note:   Candidates who have applied earlier need not apply again. However, if a candidate needs to add 

any additional information based on revised criteria, he/she may do so. Candidature shall be 

decided based on the revised quali�cation and criteria prescribed for selection in terms of the 

direction from the Hon’ble Supreme Court vide its Judgement dated 03/03/2023 in Civil Appeal 

No. 831 of 2023 @SLP(C) No. 19492 of 2021”.

Re-advertisement No. 4 of FCS&CA 2023 Dt: 18/09/2023

Last date for acceptance of Applications 19-10-2023

Online/O�ine applications are invited from the eligible candidates for being considered for appointment 

to the post of President and Members for District Commission. The last date for �lling up the application is 

19-10-2023. For details, kindly refer to ladakh.nic.in, leh.nic.in and kargil.nic.in websites along with Consumer 

Protection Act r/w Rules framed thereunder issued vide G.S.R. 452(E) dated 15/07/2020.

Candidates should carefully read the “Instructions” available on the website before �lling the application 

online or o�ine:

S. No. Post No. of Vacancies

1. President
District Commission, Leh: 1 (One) 

District Commission, Kargil: 1 (One)

2. Member
District Commission, Leh: 2 (Two) 

District Commission, Kargil: 2 (Two)

    Term of o!ce, salary, allowances and other condition of service will be governed by the provisions 

of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and Rules framed thereunder.

Note:   Candidates who have applied earlier need not apply again. However, if candidate needs to add 

any additional information based on revised criteria, he may do so. Candidature shall be decided 

based on the revised quali�cation and criteria prescribed for selection in terms of the direction 

from the Hon’ble Supreme Court vide its Judgement dated 03/03/2023 in Civil Appeal No. 831 of 

2023 @SLP(C) No. 19492 of 2021”.

Sd/- Secretary,

FCS&CA Department, Ladakh
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